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Tigard Police DepartmentTigard Police Department
Gang and Graffiti PresentationGang and Graffiti Presentation

Presented by: Officer Charlton

School Resource Officer

Gang DefinitionGang Definition

A group of people who have a common A group of people who have a common 
name and identifying signs, colors or name and identifying signs, colors or 
symbols and who participate in criminal symbols and who participate in criminal 
activities as a group or individually.activities as a group or individually.
The primary age group of gang members in The primary age group of gang members in 
our area range generally from 13 our area range generally from 13 –– 21 years 21 years 
of age.of age.
They are not always the same race or They are not always the same race or 
gender.gender.

Why They JoinWhy They Join

Many kids join for a sense of power, excitement and Many kids join for a sense of power, excitement and 
recognition.  They believe the gang allows them to recognition.  They believe the gang allows them to 
achieve a level of status that was impossible to obtain achieve a level of status that was impossible to obtain 
outside the gang.outside the gang.
A sense of family and acceptance, which they are not A sense of family and acceptance, which they are not 
getting from their real family.getting from their real family.
To fill their basic needs which usually are not being To fill their basic needs which usually are not being 
met at home or in school.  That could include food met at home or in school.  That could include food 
and shelter.and shelter.
Peer pressure or a family member already in the gang.Peer pressure or a family member already in the gang.

Gang AttireGang Attire
(Different colors/Different gangs)(Different colors/Different gangs)

GraffitiGraffiti
GraffitiGraffiti-- Writing by individuals or groups that causes Writing by individuals or groups that causes 
destruction or harm to public or private property and destruction or harm to public or private property and 
inconveniences the owner of that property.   inconveniences the owner of that property.   
--Used by gangs or groups to communicate with each Used by gangs or groups to communicate with each 
other. other. 
TaggingTagging-- The act of applying graffiti.The act of applying graffiti.
Crew NameCrew Name-- The name of the gang or group who the The name of the gang or group who the 
taggertagger affiliates with.affiliates with.
MonikerMoniker-- The initials or nickname used by a The initials or nickname used by a taggertagger
(usually applied with the graffiti message to show claim (usually applied with the graffiti message to show claim 
to the work).to the work).
Street NameStreet Name-- A nickname given to a gang member or A nickname given to a gang member or 
assumed by one and used as a Moniker when gang assumed by one and used as a Moniker when gang 
graffiti is applied.graffiti is applied.

Gang GraffitiGang Graffiti

Gang related graffiti increased from 14% Gang related graffiti increased from 14% 
to 22% of all graffitito 22% of all graffiti--vandalism from 2005 vandalism from 2005 
to 2006.to 2006.
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Graffiti by Month
September 2006 - February 2007
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Gang GraffitiGang Graffiti
There are many different gangs in the Metro There are many different gangs in the Metro 
area, but most of the gang graffiti currently seen area, but most of the gang graffiti currently seen 
in Tigard is applied by two groups.  There Crew in Tigard is applied by two groups.  There Crew 
names are DCK and BPS.names are DCK and BPS.
BPSBPS-- A gang that moved here with outside A gang that moved here with outside 
support. (Brown Pride support. (Brown Pride SurenoSureno))
DCKDCK-- A gang that started as a Tagging Crew. A gang that started as a Tagging Crew. 
(Down Crazy (Down Crazy KrewKrew))
Turf IssueTurf Issue-- One is now attempting to control or One is now attempting to control or 
take over the other.take over the other.

Graffiti by Tag
September 2006 - Feb 2007
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*Includes only incidents where the Tag was BPS, DCK, or GOAM RAW DATA

Brown Pride Brown Pride SurenoSureno (BPS)(BPS)
Came from outside Came from outside 
areaarea
More in line with the More in line with the 
idea of a traditional idea of a traditional 
ganggang
Prolific tagging to Prolific tagging to 
mark territorymark territory
In conflict with DCK In conflict with DCK 
(hence the orange xx (hence the orange xx 
over the BPS)over the BPS)

BPSBPS

Ages 15 to 19.Ages 15 to 19.
Many are documented gang members.Many are documented gang members.
Already have extensive criminal history.Already have extensive criminal history.
Involved in felony level crimes.Involved in felony level crimes.
Openly challenging to Law Enforcement Openly challenging to Law Enforcement 
and other authority figures.and other authority figures.
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Down Crazy Down Crazy KrewKrew (DCK)(DCK)

““Home grown” members.Home grown” members.
Started very young as Started very young as taggerstaggers..
Currently ages 11 to 16.Currently ages 11 to 16.
Very Active on Very Active on MySpace.comMySpace.com..

DCKDCK

Seem to be reluctant to contact with BPS.Seem to be reluctant to contact with BPS.
Do not admit association to DCK.Do not admit association to DCK.
More numerous by unofficial count.More numerous by unofficial count.
Recently are challenging to BPS through Recently are challenging to BPS through 
tagging.tagging.
--XX--inging out BPS tags.out BPS tags.
--Tagging offensive language directed at Tagging offensive language directed at 
BPS.BPS.

Crew Name with MonikerCrew Name with Moniker Crew Name with MonikerCrew Name with Moniker

Variations on Gang NameVariations on Gang Name

Brown Pride La Jolla          Brown Pride Brown Pride La Jolla          Brown Pride SurenoSureno
Graffiti applied by BPS member who is showing Graffiti applied by BPS member who is showing 
either deference to an LA gang or a want to either deference to an LA gang or a want to 
branch out. (TRISTE is the Moniker of a known branch out. (TRISTE is the Moniker of a known 
gang member)gang member)

Other ExamplesOther Examples

GOAMGOAM--Possible Crew Possible Crew 
name or Monikername or Moniker

BOTSBOTS--Crew nameCrew name
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Recent ArrestRecent Arrest Racist GraffitiRacist Graffiti

South Side South Side FamiliaFamilia
(Gang name)(Gang name) Looking for attentionLooking for attention

THE ENDTHE END
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